
Seagate® Nytro® Flash Accelerator 
Card Management Through a 
VMware vCenter Plug-In
VMware server virtualization delivers a significant return on investment for those 
companies that embrace it. Companies are reaping the benefits of virtualization 
capabilities including: ease of management, balanced use of hardware resources, 
improved security, reliability and efficient straightforward deployments. In addition, 
the VMware® vCenter Server™ provides a centralized platform for managing your 
VMware vSphere® environments, enabling users to automate and deliver a virtual 
infrastructure with confidence.  

Seagate Nytro vCenter Plug-In Introduction

Previously, storage hardware used in a VMware environment would be deployed 
and managed through a separate user interface from the vCenter interface. This 
additional interface would require extra steps to deploy and manage storage, 
often at the expense of time and resources. In response, Seagate developed the 
Nytro vCenter plug-in, which empowers users to effectively manage and monitor 
their Nytro flash accelerator cards via the same vCenter interface which they are 
already familiar with when deploying their VMware configuration. This web-based 
application, built on the vSphere framework, coexists with the VMware ESXi 
operating system to provide seamless control over the Nytro cards via a single 
window.

At-a-Glance Status Views

The Nytro vCenter plug-in module extends the existing vSphere web client 
interface to include access to the Nytro flash accelerator cards. Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) icons and a one-click controller summary view (as the default 
window) provides critical controller information such as controller properties, drive 
and virtual drive properties and health information. Displayed status views also 
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Features / Benefits

• Single pane-of-glass management 
to simplify and automate 
deployment of Nytro flash 
accelerator cards in VMware  
data centers

• Effectively manage storage within 
the vCenter Server for seamless 
control over Seagate Nytro cards

• Powerful and intuitive solution 
developed from scratch as per 
VMWare User Interface Guidelines

• Fully integrated, easy to use and 
rapid deployment solution

• No additional hardware resources 
or software purchases necessary



include critical attributes of the controller such as the controller thermal I/O status, usable capacity, logical sector size, firmware 
version and BIOS version. A logical view shows the hierarchy of the Nytro cards, capacity, virtual drives, drive groups that make 
up the virtual drives, RAID levels, the read/write and the I/O policy on each individual virtual drive. The physical view shows a list 
of available physical drives, drive health, capacity, life left expectancy and temperature reading.

In addition to these views, a Controller Events Log view displays the firmware event log entries including time stamps and a brief 
description of the event to allow users to quickly access the status of their Nytro card(s) and make informed decisions regarding 
their configuration and deployment. These events can also be exported into a report format to allow for a snapshot of the related 
analytics data.

Nytro VMware vCenter Plug-In Deployment

Straightforward Monitoring Capabilities 

The Nytro vCenter plug-in enables you to view all controller events occurring at the vCenter level in a single consolidated event 
console. The user can directly navigate to the respective controller on which the event was generated to take corrective actions. 
The Nytro vCenter plug-in includes the plug-in itself and an Event Monitoring Service (EMS) that enables monitoring of the 
health status of the managed controllers and leveraging the core vCenter server capabilities, such as Single-Sign-On (SSO) 
authentication. The storage monitoring capability also provides additional monitoring for events such as hardware failures, thermal 
alerts and SSD life-related alerts among a host of physical and virtual resource related alert notifications. 

Simplified Storage Management

The Nytro vCenter plug-in empowers you to effectively manage your storage resources, that is, your physical and virtual storage 
infrastructure all from a single console. Through the vCenter plug-in console, tasks can be completed with just a few clicks 
without requiring any wait or downtime. Tasks include creating or deleting a virtual drive, renaming a virtual drive, and creating 
basic configurations. The secure erase feature can also be accessed, which provides permanent data deletion by performing 
overwrites. This ensures that the previous data is not recoverable, which is critical for companies with high security concerns. 

High-Performance Server-Side Flash

These solutions use the high-speed PCIe bus that is already present in most server architectures and the performance power of 
the Nytro flash accelerator card to speed-up throughput and reduce response time by moving storage closer to the applications, 
eliminating network latency and providing maximum performance density in the server with flash.
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Supported Platforms

• vCenter Server 5.5

• vSphere web client 5.5

• ESXi 5.5

Download the Plug-In

For a link to the Nytro VMware vCenter Plug-In, visit  
Seagate downloads. 
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